The Little Rock Integration Crisis in 1957 became world news when President Eisenhower ordered Federal troops to Little Rock, Arkansas, to protect nine black students who were court ordered to integrate a "whites only" school. The fervor and violent tempers of those days brought the state of Arkansas to the forefront of questions involving rights to educational opportunities for all citizens in Arkansas and throughout the United States.
In the 1950s, as a child growing up in a small town in western North Carolina, I remember asking my Father, "Dad, why does that bus go right by our school in the morning and cross town to another school?" His response to me was "those were black children and they like their own school". At the time, I did not question his logic. Our lives in that small town were lived "that way", white here and black there.
Picking up this newly edited book, "Race and Ethnicity in Arkansas New Perspectives", gave me a chance to see a collection of studies and research on the history of racial perspectives in Arkansas. This collection that arose from a conference "Race and Ethnicity: New Perspectives on the African American and Latina/o Experience in Arkansas" sponsored by the History Department at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock contains a deep trove of data and period stories. Writers and researchers whose works are featured in the book mainly focus on three critical periods of state history: slavery, emancipation, and the postReconstruction era (p. xi).
Little did I know of many of the detailed studies presented in these collected papers, particularly that African Americans by the thousands fled surrounding southern states to emigrate to Arkansas for land ownership and the right to work their own land and care for their own families. Fascinating parts of the book covered topics such as "from slavery to freedom", "white violence", "African American activism", and "perspectives on Latina/o and Asian experiences in Arkansas". My Father's response to me was an uneducated examination of the dynamics of the African American experiences in the 1950s in our little town. After reviewing "Race and Ethnicity in Arkansas New Perspectives", I find myself wishing there were a book filled with historical research and data about North Carolina such as Dr. Kirk presented to us here. If it might be so human and so intensely written to educate us -I'd visit my Dad and we'd read it together! I now doubt his words, "they like their own school".
The Notes, Contributors, and Index run from pages 165 to 201 and contain many primary research citations. I recommend this book to college and higher education students and faculty, historical societies, and museums. This great resource gives to us the various primary sources of interviews with those who served, photos that portrayed their expertise, many documents that can substantiate times, individuals and moments in history! A great resource to use in any research.
Appendix is included as well as teacher aids for classroom activities and an annotated bibliography! A great resource for K-12 and for basic courses in women's studies is available here.
And, if you want to know how Rosie the Riveter came to be, go to page 17. She was a fictional character created to entice American women into the workforce. Through Westinghouse for the War Production Coordinating Committee this image became the most enduring image of the involvement in World War II. Norman Rockwell's Rosie was published in the Saturday Evening Post on May 29, 1943 (p. 18) , but the J. Howard
